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Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon,—Isatam 55: 7. 
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POLYGAMOUS MARRIAGES HAVE CEASED. 


So Says Presmpent Snow. 


ANENT the Roberts-Congressional episode, the New York World, which 
announces its desire to be absolutely fair and to hear both sides of the 
question, has telegraphed its local representative, asking him to secure, if 
possible, from President Snow, a signed statement, to be published by 
that paper in answer to the charge officially circulated by the Presbyterian 
board of missions to the effect that the Mormon Church of to-day, coun- 
tenances, excuses and encourages polygamy. The World further alleges 
that the Presbyterian church is circulating hundreds of thousands of 
letters and petitions against Congressman-elect Roberts, with the hope of 
having him unseated. Therefore, the World applied direct to President 
Snow for his views of the case. 

PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW'S STATEMENT. 

President Snow’s reply, which was wired to the World to-day, is as 
follows: 

In answer to your inquiries I declare most solemnly and emphatically 
that the statements which are being published to the effect that the Mor- 
mon Church is encouraging and teaching polygamy are utterly untrue. 
Ever since the issuance of the manifesto on this subject by President 
Wilford Woodruff, my predecessor in office, polygamous or plural mar- 
riages have entirely ceased in Utah. Since my accession to the Presidency 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints I have repeatedly 
asserted my intention to stand by that manifesto, and my determination 
not to permit any marriage to take place under the sanction of the Church 
which is contrary to the law of the State, and I now re-affirm that state- 
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ment. Holding the keys of this authority in the Church over which [ 
am called to preside, no such ceremony can be performed and recognized 
without my consent. I wish this to be clearly understood. I make this 
declaration unequivocally and without any mental reservation. Polyga- 
mous marriages in the Mormon Church have entirely ceased. The implied 
understanding with the nation when Utah entered the Union as a State 
has been sacredly observed. There is no intention or disposition on the 
part of the Church to violate or depart from it in the future. The ena- 
bling act required a provision in the Constitution of the State of Utah 
that polygamous or plural marriages should be forever prohibited. In 
accordance with that provision, the State Constitution contains this clause: 
“Perfect toleration of religious sentiment is guaranteed. No inhabitant 
of this State shall ever be molested in person or property on account of 
his or her mode of religious worship; put polygamous or plural marriages 
are forever prohibited.” Laws have been framed in support of this con- 
stitutional enactment. Heavy penalties are provided for in case of their 
violation. Thus “the Church and the State are against the further con- 
tracting of polygamous associations,” and there is absolutely no ground 
for the position taken by those who are attempting to inflame public 
opinion against the Latter-day Saints. 

The election of Mr. B. H. Roberts to the office of Representative in Con- 
gress from Utah was an entirely secular affair. The Church had nothing 
to do with it. Church and State in Utah are entirely distinct and separ- 
ate. Non-Mormons participated in his nomination in the regular conven- 
tion of his party. Non-Mormons also aided in his election. Many Mor- 
mons not being of his party, voted for hisopponent. He was not a Church 
candidate in any sense of the word. The Church had no candidate. He 
was elected as an American citizen by American citizens and the question 
of religion did not enter into the purely political contest. The Church 
has nothing to do with the action of Congress in relation his seat. If, 
however, notice is to be taken of the wild statements and anti-Mormon 
fulminations from the pulpit and the press to the effect that Mr. Roberts 
has violated the State Constitution and the requirement of the enabling 
act, it is proper for me to state as I do most positively that the charge 
which incidentally affects the Church of which we both are members, is 
entirely without foundation in fact. And further, if Mr. Roberts takes 
the seat to which he has been elected, it will not in any sense affect the 
question of polygamy. If he should be unseated, the result as to polygamy 
would be no different. Polygamous marriages having ceased, the action 
of Congress in reference to the Representative-elect would have no bearing 
upon the matter one way or the other. 

The situation in Utah at present is this: There have been no polyga- 
mous marriages since 1890. There is no movement in the Church for the 
revival of such unions. I am personally opposed to any such change. My 
associates in the leadership of the Church unite with me in this deter- 
mination. But there is another question associated therewith. When 
Utah became a State with the full understanding that polygamous mar- 
riages should be forever prohibited, a number of men found themselves in 
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this position: They had two or more wives, who had been married to 
them under the most sacred covenants and obligations that people could 
‘enter into, by consent of all the parties interested. What were those men 
to do with their plural families? Cast them off? Repudiate their wives? 
Bastardize their children? Make them a common charge upon the com- 
munity? Or take care of them, provide for them, maintain the wives and 
support and educate the children? Is it possible that the Christian ladies 
of the United States, who have been wrought upon by fanatical or design- 
ing persons to raise their voices against the Mormon people, desire -those 
men to turn their backs upon the wives and children who are as true and 
devoted as any in the land? Shoulg not the Christian people of the 
United States consider the circumstances that surround those families, 
which are still in the relationship which is so objectionable to people afar 
off? Can they not see that with the complete cessation of plural mar- 
riages it is only a question of a little time when the relations that have 
grown out of the system will pass away, the system itself having become 
obsolete? The excitement that has been caused during the last few 
weeks is without reason, and it apears to me without excuse. I might 
trace it to its original source and show how unworthy it is of the atten- 
tion of thinking, just and humane individuals. But I forbear. The 
“sober second thought” of the American people will succeed the present 
eruption, and when this violent sensation has subsided the intelligent, 
rational and tolerant public will perceive that the Mormon people are 
acting in good faith, that the few among them who are in the condition 
described are simply performing a sacred duty, and that the nation 
has been needlessly alarmed; Mormonism, contrary to the popular 
notion, does not mean polygamy. It is a system of religion which recog- 
nizes God as the Creator and Ruler of the universe, and Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth as His Son and the Savior of mankind, and teaches that the 
Holy Spirit may be obtained and enjoyed by all persons who will receive 
‘the Gospel and obey the divine commands. It recognizes the right of all 
people to worship or refrain from worshipping, according to the dictates 
of their own consciences, and claims only the same privilege for its 
adherents. | 


With a sincere desire for the welfare, progress and redemption of the 
whole human race, I am, etc., 


LoRENzO SNow. 
—Deseret News. 


RETURN OF PRESIDENTS WELLS AND MCMURRIN. 


PRESIDENT Ruton S. WELLS, accompanied by his wife and eldest daughter 
who went to Boston to meet them, and Counselor Joseph W. McMurrin, 
arrived home from Europe at eight o'clock on Saturday evening last, 
December 24, over the Union Pacific, in time to gladden the hearts of 
their respective families with the best Santa Claus visitation possible. 

Both the returned missionaries look the picture of health; one has only 
to glance at their smiling faces to read in their eyes the terse sentence, 
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“home, sweet home.” They have been absent from Utah since June 29, 
1896, when they journeyed to take up the reins at Liverpool that Apostle 
A. H. Lund handed over upon their arrival. 

When asked this morning by a News man how the mission across the 
Atlantic was progressing the answer was: “Well we think that it is 
making fine progress. Last year there were fourteen hundred baptisms 
in the European Mission and, from the prospects and outlook already 
canvassed, the total this year will not fall short of 1,700, in spite of the 
fact that possibly there may be nearly one hundred missionaries less in 
the field than there were twelve months ago, but we are full of hope—you 
know hope and faith are the missionaries’ great stronghold. Yes, the 
European Mission is getting along nicely, the Elders are enjoying good 
health and a good spirit and are a devoted band of workers, taken as the 


whole.” 


In course of conversation it developed that there were in the neighbor- 
hood of 500 Elders laboring in the European Mission beginning with 
Ireland in the west and terminating with Syria and Palestine in the east. 
Three times during the thirty months of their absence the presidency have 
taken extended tours of several months’ duration throughout the territory 
that is traversed by the indefatigable Elder—Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
Germany, Holland, Switzerland and Austria being embraced in their 
journeyings. In all of these countries the missionary work is being 
pushed with the zeal only to be encountered in the volunteer. In Ger- 
many, where the opposition is strong,.to the extent of banishing the 
Elders from Hamburg, Hanover and other large cities, the work, despite 
all obstacles, is growing apace and many baptisms are the outcome. In 
Holland and Scandinavia, and especially in the former, everything points 
to an increase. To quote Elder Wells: “Possibly the mission taken 
generally has not been in such a good condition for twenty-five years 
past.” 

In England missionary work is making strides despite the fact that 
the anti-Mormon element is largely in evidence, principally in London, 
Bristol, and Nottingham. In the latter city the agitation has been pro- 
nounced and all kinds of sensational rumors have been rife in which the 
old-time legend regarding wholesale kidnapping of the gentler sex for 
shipment to Utah figured prominently. The London Daily Mail, that 
has the largest circulation of any paper in England, sent a man down to 
the lace manufacturing center to investigate; he interviewed the leaders 
of the regularly organized “Anti-Mormon League” and also the mission- 
aries stationed there, with the result that the sensational stories were 
exploded in the columns of that journal and largely copied into the press 
of Great Britain generally, all of which, says Elder McMurrin, has been 
conducive of incalculable good throughout the British Isles. 

“How are the lady missionaries getting along?” was the next query. 

“I wish we had more of them in England,” was the ready response. 
“Misses Chipman and Knight are doing splendidly in the East End of 
London; Mrs. Plummer is at Brighton with her husband, and Mrs. Dewey 
Campbell, who by the way was the first lady missionary to England that 
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was regularly set apart, is performing a good mission at Nottingham. 
She is a splendid speaker and carries her audience with her. It was only 
a few weeks ago that we heard her speak in that town and the audience, 
who were mostly strangers, suddenly broke out into vociferous applause 
as she reached a telling climax in her address. Yes, the lady missionaries 
are doing a grand work.” 

Elders Wells and McMurrin had a good voyage across the Atlantic in 
the Dominion Line’s new fine steamship Canada. Upon arriving in Bos- 
ton they found that sleighing was in full blast, and at Niagara they in- 
dulged in a cutter ride to view the famous falls. The journey was without 
incident until after leaving Denver, when the double-headed train, upon 
which they were riding, collided with an engine, wrecking the same and 
causing some delay. Both gentlemen notice several changes in the city, 
architecturally, for the better during their absence; and when it comes to 
their individual families, some of them, temporally, have grown almost 
out of recognition to an extent that make their fond fathers realize more 
than ever that they have been absent for thirty months.— Deseret News. 


SERVICES AT THE TABERNACLE. 


SERVICES at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, December 25, 1898, 
were conducted by Elder Joseph E. Taylor of the Stake presidency. 

The choir sang the hymn: 

Praise ye the Lord, my heart shall join, 
In work so pleasant, so divine. 

Prayer was offered by Elder J. P. Freeze. 

The choir further sang: 

Glorious things are sung of Zion, 
Enoch’s city seen of old. 

Elder Matthias F. Cowley of the Quorum of Apostles, was the first 
speaker. He said he felt to rejoice in the privilege of meeting with the 
Saints in the service of the Lord, especially in the Tabernacle, where he 
was not often afforded the opportunity, owing to his travels among the 
people in other stakes and branches. While feeling naturally a little 
embarrassed, he had consolation of the fact that wherever the Saints of 
God met together, the doctrines advocated were the same, as they had all 
embraced the same Gospel and were striving to reach the sameend. These 
people were a unit in their religious convictions; they had learned and 
understood the Gospel alike, and were therefore prepared for the same 
spiritual food and looked for assistance in their religious worship from 
the same source. In this the Saints were a peculiar people, inasmuch as 
they stood together, knowing full well that God would bless all His chil- 
dren if they would live their religion, by serving Him and keeping His 
commandments, in accordance with the pattern revealed unto His servonts 
the Prophets. 

Elder Cowley called attention to the workings of the Lord with His 
people anciently. Noah was commanded to build an ark. He did so and 
reaped the reward of his labor, in receiving blessings from His Father. 
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So it was in all dispensations of the world. If the servants of the Lord 
would give heed to the revelations of Almighty God, they would be led 
aright, and the kingdom of God would be established in the earth in 
accordance with the plan laid down. In proof of this, the speaker cited 
several passages of scripture, illustrating the downfall of those who were 
disobedient, and the elevation of men and women who allowed themselves 
to be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

The ordinances of the Gospel could only be performed by those having 
divine authority. John baptised with water, but One came after him who 
baptized with fire and with the Holy Ghost, because he had the authority. 
These ordinances were everlasting and unchangeable, and, as in ancient 
times, had to be carried out by those holding the proper authority. The 
laws of God were perpetual; they had been framed for a purpose, and 
would stand until the purposes of the Almighty had been accomplished. 
They were a part of the dispensation of the fullness of times, and stood 
before the people for their consideration, that in the end they might have 
worked out an eternal salvation, and be crowned with those of the faithful 
in the presence of the Father. 

Elder Heber J. Grant addressed the congregation. Referring to the 
light attendance, he expressed the conviction that the Latter-day Saints 
were not as anxious as they might be to listen to the servants of God ex- 
pound the principles of life and salvation. They seemed too ready to 
allow trivial matters to interfere with their religious worship, and were a 
little prone to make the Gospel a secondary consideration. 

The speaker felt that there was room for the Saints to exercise charity 
one towards the other. He thought fault-finding a good thing, but it 
should be with ourselves. If people would find fault with themselves, 
morning, noon and night, early and late, they would eventually learn that 
they were not living just exactly as they should live, and would perhaps 
be led to better their condition in every respect. Some people observe 
the Word of Wisdom, others do not; while there were those who pay an 
honest tithing, as well as those who feel that obedience to that principle 
is almost an impossibility with them—they couldn’t afford it—forgetting 
in their narrowness that God has decreed blessings upon its observance, 
as He has upon an observance of all the laws and commandments laid 
down for the upbuilding and exaltation of humanity. 

Elder Grant spoke of the joy which would follow the salvation of souls 
upon the earth. The Saints have a mission to perform; they are ex- 
pected to preach the Gospel and proclaim aloud its restoration in this the 
nineteenth century, that those knowing it not might have the privilege of 
hearing it, and accepting it if they so desire. It is a glorious work, 
conducted by God our Heavenly Father, and is calculated to save all 
who will yield obedience to its principles and ordinances. The Saints 
should not neglect to bear testimony whenever an opportunity is 
affordei, that in so doing others might be strengthened and built up in 
their most holy faith, and be spurred on to renewed diligence in yielding 
obedience to the principles of the Gospel. Concluding, Elder Grant bore 
a powerful testimony to blessings which he had received. God truly had 
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blessed him, and predictions made upon his head by servants of the Lord 


had been verily fulfilled in his behalf. 


The choir sang the anthem: 


Jesus, I my cross have taken. 
Benediction was pronounced by Elder John Henry Smith, of the quorum 


of the Apostles. 


POETRY. 
THE PATHWALK TO THE BARN. 


FROM A MISSIONARY’S WIFE, TO HER HUSBAND IN IRELAND. 


There's a footwalk (well you know it) / 
Leading to the dear old barn; 

It is smooth, and straight, and bordered 
On each side by ripening corn. 


It is just a trifle dusty, 
And whoever treads it o’er, 
Sees imbedded in its surface, 
Footprints made the day before. 
Footprints speaking very plainly 
Of the many feet that pass, 
And anon one long and slender, 
Tells of some young dainty lass. 


Daily down the path I wander 
And can see the tracks so plain, 
That these words I'm oft repeating, 

As I near the house again. 


Ses that print |— yes, it is Mary's, 
Long as mine, though not so broad; 
What a very deep impression, 
On the path where she has trod! 


Next comes Joseph’s, short and chubby, 
Like the little lad himself; 
Footprints tell of slowest motion 
Made by that same sturdy elf. 


Here are Albert’s, I can trace them 
As they turn from side to side, 

And the footprints of the willow, 
That his little legs bestride. 


But these tracks are often ruined 
By his many “tumbles down,” 

And instead of horse and rider 
There’s the impress of his crown. 


* Here are mine, full well I know them 
By the slightly inward turn, 
Walking flat upon the soling 
Is a feat, I ne’er could learn. 


These small tracks that touch so lightly, 
And with mine run side by side, 

They’re Lazelle’s, with feet encased not 
In the prison cells of pride.” 


There are many more impressions 
Some are strange and some I know; 

There are some I look in vain for, 
That were here one year ago. 


They were large and firmly planted, 
Very different from my own, 
For instead of turning inward, 
Every toe would outward roam. 
They were seldom made too quickly, 
And one readily would say, 
That an earnest man had traveled 
O’er this straight and narrow way.” 


May-be if you look quite closely, 
On Britannia’s distant shore, 

You may trace those self-same footprints, 
As I have in days of yore. 


That you say, is such a trifle!” 
Yes I know it, husband dear, 
But when’er I see those footprints, 
Then I know that you are near. 


Any token of your presence, 
Would give pleasure night and morn, 
If *twere nothing save your footprints, 
On the path twixt house and barn. 


But Pll pray With faith believing,” 
That you'll come to us once more, 

That we'll all be here to meet you 
Meet you at our cottage door; 


And that God will bless and keep you 
Safe and free from every harm, 
As when last I saw you coming 
Down the pathwalk from the barn. 
Dutta F. Surra. 


\ 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 1899. 


WHAT HAS THE GOSPEL WROUGHT! 


Tue Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized on the 
sixth day of April, 1830, with six members, but has now increased to about 
300,000. 

To those who have been predicting its downfall, this information should 
be instructive if not interesting. 

This increase in numbers, though phenom’ al, is of but little import- 
ance when compared with the results that have been wrought out in the 
lives of that people and in the solid foundation laid for their future. 
Although they have been placed under the most disadvantageous circum- 
stances, being subjects of the most bitter and unmerciful pérsecutions 
that the world has known in modern times, they have pressed steadily 
forward to fill their God-given mission of regenerating, blessing and up- 
lifting their fellow-men. In the year 1846, having repeatedly been driven 
from their dearly earned homes in Missouri and Illinois and robbed of 
all their worldly possessions, they might be seen scattered through the 
wilderness of Western Iowa, living in tents or rudely constructed huts, 
preparing as best they could to take their westward journey over the 
almost boundless and comparatively unknown prairies to find a home in 
the heart of the great American desert, far removed from that civilization 
which had refused them protection from the violence of mobs, robbers 
and assassins. While under these conditions, they were requested by the 
Government of the United States to furnish five hundred able-bodied men 
to assist in the war with Mexico. This was a terribly trying ordeal when 
it is considered these men left their families encamped in the wilderness 
surrounded by savage beasts and merciless tribes of Indians, and destitute 
of the common necessities of life. But, having the principles of patriot- 
ism implanted in their hearts, and having unwavering faith in Divine 
Providence, these men cheerfully complied with this call of their country. 

In the spring of 1847, those who were able started out and, after a weary 
march of 1000 miles over trackless plains, mountains and deserts, reached 
the Salt Lake Valley, one of the most forbidding and, apparently, God- 
forsaken countries on earth. 

Kind reader, imagine if you can the condition of this people in their 
poverty, and a four months journey from the nearest base of supplies 
where they might obtain a needle, a pin, a spool of thread or anything 
that is needed in a civilized household, and you may partly understand 
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the difficulties under which that now flourishing commonwealth was 
founded. | 

We will now, in imagination, take a Rip Van Winkle sleep of fifty years, 
and, on awakening, take a bird’s-eye view of that desert land. What do 
we see? Is it the coyote and the sage hen hunted by the naked half- 
starved Indian as of yore; is it the destructive cricket, the horned toad 
and the rattle-snake crawling over the parched ground among the grease- 
wood and the prickly pear? 

Verily, no, a wonderful transformation indeed is revealed to our enrap- 
tured vision, for we behold cities, towns and villages embowered in orchards 
and shade trees, green fields of smiling promise of rich reward to the 
happy contented husbandman, cattle, horses and sheep on a thousand hills, 
mills and factories propelled by the mountain streams or by electricity 
generated by those streams, rich quarries of granite, sandstone, marble 
and onyx with other building material in abundance, rich mines of gold, 
silver, copper, lead, coal, iron and many other minerals together with a 
wealth of resources yet undeveloped, awaiting only the magic hand of 
enterprise and industry to bring forth untold wealth to minister to the 
needs, comforts and enjoymente of mankind. 

In order to minister to the intellectual needs of the people, beautiful 
and commodious school-houses are found in every village and hamlet. 
These are furnished with the best and most convenient seats and desks 
and with the most approved apparatus, many of them having extensive 
libraries for the use of the teachers and pupils; while in the larger cities 
and towns the school systems will compare favorably with any in the land. 

A State University together with colleges, academies and normal schools 
provide for higher education, while the State Agricultural College is fully 
equipped to give technical training to fit young men and women for use- 
fulness in many lines of practical life. 

Although these things are valuable to any people, to the Latter-day 
Saints they are counted as of secondary importance—that is as a means to 
accomplish an end that is far higher and of greater importance than all 
worldly prosperity, that of the spiritual development and advancement 
of the people to fit them for the Celestial Kingdom of God. To accom- 
plish this they have the most complete organization to be found on earth, 
with officers to look after and assist the people in every department of 
life. For training the young in the traths of the Gospel, there are Sab- 
bath Schools in every ward, and, in addition to these, primary associations 
for the younger children, and, as they advance in years, Young Men’s 
and Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associations wherein the young 
are trained in public speaking, so that they are becoming a nation of 
preachers and lecturers. These associations meet weekly and take regu- 
lar courses of study in Bible theology, science, history and literature, and 
also practice in the divine art of music. Besides these there are quortims 
organized in the different orders of the priesthood, where those of more 
mature age are instructed in the principles of the Gospel and in the duties 
and responsibilities pertaining to their respective offices and callings. 

Another organization of vast importance found in every ward is the 
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Ladies’ Relief Society, whose special duties are to look after the poor and 
the sick and to see that the needs of the former are supplied and that the 
latter are properly nursed and cared for. The members of this society 
hold regular meetings wherein instructions are given in the doctrines of 
Christ, and in the duties of wifehood and motherhood. Here also the 
ladies get practice in the art of public speaking. 

Regular conferences are held in each Stake to which missionaries of 
both sexes are sent from the headquarters of the various associations to 
instruct them in the most approved methods of proceedure in conducting 
the work of the societies. . 

These are some of the fruits of the Gospel established in the latter 
days and nicknamed “Mormonism,” and the wise men of the world are 
beginning to acknowledge its superiority in bringing about a most desir- 
able state of society. 

Many non-Mormons are making their homes in those mountain vales for 
the acknowledged purpose of bringing up their families where they will 
not be subject to the allurements and temptations to sin found in other 
parts of the country. 

“Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles?” 

A. W. 


Tux Anchor Line s. s. Furnessia which sailed from Glasgow, December 30, 
1898, with returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at 
New York, January 12 at 10 p.m. 


— — — — — —-— — — — — 


MODERN VALUE OF THE BIBLE. 


THE Asiatic Quarterly Review lately contained a collection of facts to 
prove its contention that the sanitary laws of Moses were not only on a 
line with the modern rules of hygiene, but in some cases in advance of 
them. 

The Jew, thousands of years before Christ, settling in a semi-tropical 
country, was forbidden to eat pork or shell-fish, and milk was designated 
as a source of contagion. In the Talmud a method of slaughtering animals 
was prescribed which is acknowledged to-day in our markets as the most 
sanitary. 

Five thousand years before Doctor Koch gave to the world the results of 
his researches in bacteriology, the Mosaic law pointed out the danger to 
man from tuberculosis in cattle, but did not forbid infected poultry as 
food. It was only a few years ago that German specialists discovered that 
fowl tuberculosis was harmless to man. 

The Mosaic law also enforced the isolation of patients with contagious 
diseases, and ths burial of the dead outside of all cities. These hints the 
slow Geritile world did not fully accept until a century or two ago. 

The wise law-giver prescribed not only fasting at certain periods of the 
year, but the removal of whole families in summer out to camps, where 
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for a time they could live close to nature and to God, and rejoice in both 
with innocent merrymaking. Many of the laws of Moses, like this one, 
the Asiatic Quarterly urges, were prescriptions intended for the health of 
both soul and body. 

Now that some of our young people profess to regard the Old Testa- 
ment as a book whose mission is fulfilled, a careful study of it might cause 
them to change their opinion. Apart from its moral teachings, its physical 
rules, if obeyed, would lessen the prevalence of some of the diseases among 
us, especially those which result from exhausted nervous systems. 


— — 
— — — 


1899 AND PaLEsTINE.—The old nineteenth century is passing away, and 
soon the twentieth will come upon the world. Whatever it may bring to 
Palestine God only, in His infinite foreknowledge, can tell, but it may not 
be presumption to hope it may be the restoration of Israel in Palestine and 
the Re-union of Christendom—to both of which (humanly speaking) it is 
highly probable that the events at Jerusalem of 1898 will have greatly 
contributed.—Church Review. 


Drink N ENGLAND.—By the police returns for 1896, we find that in 
England and Wales there were 143,321 men and 43,964 women apprehended 
or summoned for drunkenness, and 17,308 men and 6,015 are described as 
habitual drunkards. No less than 738 male infants and 728 female infants 
were suffocated by being overlain, this “massacre of the innocents” being 
chiefly due to drink. Here are sufficient facts to enable one to recognize 
the havoc wrought by drink. 

Two Kinps or ADULTERATION.—A grocer caught in a confidential mood 
by the reporter of a Philadelphia paper admitted that the adulterations 
of his stock which were known to himself would fill a small volume. A 
cheap brand of tomato catsup, he said, was fully three-fourths pumpkin, 
and the “bite” detected in cheap ginger snaps was produced, not by 
ginger, of which they were wholly free, but by cayenne pepper. 


DEATH OF SISTER SNOW. 


AGED WIFE OF THE PRESIDENT ExprreD aT HER Home N BRIGRHAM Cry. 


THE following account of the death of the wife of President Lorenzo 
Snow, coming as it does so soon after the death of his daughter, Mrs. 
Lydia M. Peirce, wife of Eli H. Peirce of Salt Lake City, whose funeral was 
held at Brigham on December 24, will arouse sympathy in the hearts of 
the Latter-day Saints throughout the world, and we join with our brethren 
and sisters in this land in heartfelt sympathy for the aged Leader of 
Latter-day Israel: 

Mary Adaline Goddard Snow, the aged wife of President Lorenzo Snow, 
died at 12 o’clock December 28, 1898, at her home in Brigham City, of old 
age, having reached her 87th year. Sister Snow was a very estimable lady, 
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and was greatly beloved by all who knew her in her long life of usefulness. 
She was born at Hartford, Conn., on March 8, 1812, and was married to 
Lorenzo Snow in Illinois. 

On November 8th of this year Sister Snow slipped and fell, as a result 
of which she was very severely shocked and undoubtedly this had some 
effect in hastening the day of death. Five children survive the deceased, 
and they, with numerous other relatives, will mourn her loss. President 
Snow has the heartfelt sympathy of all classes of people in the loss of the 
loving sharer of his joys and sorrows. 


DEATH OF SISTER TEASDALE. 


Sister Marion E. Scores DAL, beloved wife of Apostle George 
Teasdale, after a short illness, died of heart failure at her residence, Nephi, 
Juab County, on Saturday, December 17, 1898. She was born in the city 
of London, England, April 6, 1865, the daughter of Matthew and Hannah 
Britten Scoles. She received a liberal education, was an accomplished 
lady in every particular. Being the only child of her parents, who doted 
upon her, they gave her all the advantages of an excellent education. She 
heard the Gospel as taught by the Church of Jesus Christ in the year 
1882, and after prayerful investigation, being convinced of its truth, 
obeyed it, and was baptized at London, April Ist, 1883, by Elder William 
H. King, and joined the North London branch of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints at Penton Street, Pentonville, where she be- 
came very useful, taking great interest in the promulgation of the Gospel 
and laboring in the [mprovement Associations and Relief Society of that 
branch, as an officer and member, being the secretary of the Relief Society. 
The missionaries from Utah who labored in London during the years 1883 
to 1891 will remember her faithful services and kindly consideration. In 
the year 1891, in company with her mother, Hannah B. Scoles, who had 
also embraced the Gospel, they left England for Zion and arrived in 
Logan October Ist of the same year. Here she became actively engaged 
as an earnest worker in the Sunday school, Young Ladies’ Mutual Im- 
provement Associations and Relief Society, holding responsible positions, 
besides laboring as a school teacher, always devoted to the cause of truth 
and righteousness. Her labors will never be forgotten. Later she moved 
to Nephi, where she became equally interested in her labors there. To 
Elder George Teasdale and his family she was ministering angel. No 
mother could be more devoted to her children than this gentle woman has 
been to his family. They with her mother feel her loss very keenly. He 
has been bereft of a devoted wife and they a loving mother and daughter. 
She was exceedingly fond of children, and treated them as her own, especi- 
ally the youngest. 

The funeral obsequies were held at the Nephi north ward meeting house 
on Wednesday, December 2ist, at noon. The house was beautifully 
decorated in white, emblematical of the purity of her character. A white 
casket, containing her mortal remains, was borne by the Presidency of the 
Stake and High Council, who acted as pall-bearers, and placed in front of 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 45 


the stand. There were present on the stand of the First Presidency, 
Presidents George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; of the quorum of 
Apostles, Elders F. M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, Anthon H. Lund and 
Abraham O. Woodruff; the presidency of the Stake, High Council and 
Bishops of the wards. Bishop Thomas H. G. Parks, in charge of the choir, 
sang the hymn “Weep, weep for the early dead,” etc. Elder John H. 
Smith offered prayer. Hymn, O my Father thou that dwellest,” etc., 
was sung. Remarks by President Joseph F. Smith. Twelve little girls 
representing the Primary Association sang the hymn, “Sister, thou wast 
mild and lovely,” etc. Remarks by Elder A. H. Lund. A quartette sang 
“Guide me to thee,” and President George Q. Cannon made concluding 
remarks. Choir sang the hymn “Resting now from cares and sorrows,” 
etc.; benediction by Elder Abraham O. Woodruff. 3 

The services were very impressive and consoling, the brethren being 
inspired by the Spirit of the Lord. At the cemetery a few young ladies 
representing the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Association sang 
“Rest on the hillside rest,” and Bishop T. H. G. Parks dedicated the grave, 
and the mortal remains of our beloved sister were assigned to the tomb.— 
Deseret News. 
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LIFE A MYSTERY. 


An address by Professor Japp, in which he endeavors to show that 
organic nature is fundamentally distinct from inorganic nature, has 
stirred up biologists considerably, says the Literary Digest. The question 
is an important one, for if it is proved that inorganic matter cannot 
“spontaneously” assume the forms of living beings, the evolution theory 
finds a chasm which it cannot bridge. Professor Japp takes the ground 
that in living matter we always have one kind of one-sided molecular 
structure, while in dead matter we have either symmetrical structure or 
a mixture of oppositely one-sided molecules. He believes the molecules in 
this mixture cannot be separated by any force, except life. 

This statement has called out a reply by the venerable philosopher 
Herbert Spencer, who refutes the argument of Professor Japp, but also 
expresses ‘his belief that life is in its ultimate nature incomprehensible. 
After stating his objections to the arguments advanced he says: 

“I do not draw attention to this truth for the purpose of showing the 
adequacy of the physico-chemical interpretation of life, but for the pur- 

of showing the inadequacy of Professor Japp’s argument against it. 

y own belief is that neither interpretation is adequate. A recently 
issued, revised and enlarged edition of the first volume of the ‘Principles 
of Biology’ contains a chapter on ‘The Dynamical Element in Life, in 
which I have contended that the theory of a vital principle fails and that 
the physico-chemical theory also fails; the corollary being that in its 
ultimate nature life is incomprehensible.” 

This conclusion of the eminent philosopher is recommended to the care- 
ful attention of those who are under the impression that evolution“ is a 
sesame opening wide the doors of the great mystery of creation. In the 
Mosaic account the transition from inorganic creation to the springing 
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into existenco of vegetation and animal life is ascribed to a divine creative 
act. The appearance of man on earth is similarly accounted for. Science 
has not been able to furnish any better explanation of these stages of 
creation. To the best of her exponents the mystery remains incompre- 
hensible. There is no other satisfactory explanation than that furnished 
by the inspired author of Genesis.— Deseret News. 


— ——J—U—Uä—ñ x. ( ̃—ꝓ—ñ—: — 


HEEDING THE SPIRITS PROMPTINGS. 


Arter I was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, the Elders laid their hands upon my head, and confirmed me a 
member of the Church, and conferred upon me the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
In the prayer which accompanied the imposition of hands, one of the 
Elders promised me that if I would give heed to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, it would lead me into truth and teach me what I should do 
under all circumstances. 

At that time I experienced no material sensation to assure me that I 
had received the Holy Ghost; but I knew that God would fulfill His 
promise to His children, when He said that every one that obeyed the 
Gospel, would receive this precious gift. 

It was not long after my baptism when I had ample proof that the 
Lord had fulfilled His promise, and had given me His Holy Spirit. At 
this time I was employed by a firm of some fifty years standing, and which 
was doing a very profitable business. 

I had a good situation, and was earning a good salary. One morning 
the Lord gave me a dream, in which He told me that the firm in which I 
was employed was going to fail in a short time, and that it was my duty 
to leave and go to Utah. The Spirit told me that one of the young men 
employed by the same firm, also a Latter-day Saint, had a similar dream, 
and when I went to work that day he would tell me his dream. 

This came to pass just as I had dreamed; for when I went to work, the 
brother told me his dream, which was in every respect similar to mine. 
He asked me what I intended doing, and I told him that I was going to 
do as the Lord had warned me to do. When I told my employer that I 
was going to leave, he said I was very foolish; my fellow-workmen also 
nade fun of me, and said they had given me credit for possessing better 
sense. But I had my mind made up, and no one could turn me from my 
purpose. | 

My mother and wife gave their consent, and I set sail for the land of 
Zion. I had been in Utah about four months, when the firm in which I 
was formerly employed failed, and all the employes, about seventy in 
number, were thrown out of employment. All this occurred exactly as I 
had seen it in my dream. 

When I arrived in Utah, I succeeded in getting some employment, and 
seven months later I sent for my wife and child. One day I got a tele- 
gram from a firm in O—— telling me if I would come to them they would 
give me employment and a good salary. After talking the matter over 
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with my wife, I decided to go. I was engaged, and my wage was to be 
eighty dollars a month. I had been working about five hours when a 
feeling of dissatisfaction took possession of me. I prayed to the Lord to 
direct me by His Spirit; and as I prayed the Spirit of the Lord said to 
me. “Do not keep this situation.” At that moment I went up to the 
manager, and told him I did not wish to remain. He seemed astonished 
at this, and tried to persuade me to stay, saying he would raise my salary. 
I told him I would not stay, and he then offered me $120 dollars a month. 
I told him he could not pay me enough money to remain, and [ left. My 
wife was surprised at my immediate return, but felt that I had acted 
wisely. 

In less than three months the firm had failed, and the man who had 
offered me $120 a month was working himself for two dollars a day. 

I was now out of employment. One evening the following week. I 
was returning home from a meeting of the —— quorum of Elders. As I 
walked along I wondered where I could get work, when the Spirit said to 
me, “Go to Brother P—— in the morning, and he will give you work.” 

I had never thought of getting employment from this man, for he had 
not been employing anyone for some time. But the following morning I 
called upon him, and as I entered his office he came over to me and said: 
“Good morning, I have a job for you.” 

In a future issue I will relate how I have been further blessed by heeding 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit.— M., in the Juvenile Instructcr. 


UTAH ITEMS. 


Senators Cannon and Rawlins and Representative King will spend the 
holidays at their respective homes. 

The surveyors in southern Utah are busy near Cedar City locating lines, 
presumably to tap the coal and iron near there. 

The large 80,000-pounds capacity coal cars recently built at Salt Lake 
by the Oregon Short Line are proving a great success. 

The officials of Springville have begun a crusade against liquor sellers, 
and are making it extremely warm for violators of the law. 

Business men of Salt Lake City have concluded to build a salt Palace. 
Utah has sufficient salt in the mountains and the lake to build a palace in 
every large city in the United States without causing a salt famine in the 
State. 

Judging from the number of Christmas presents mailed from the differ- 
ent Utah postoffices this year, good times have indeed come again. Never 
in the history of the state have so many parcels been handled by the post- 
offices as during the past week. 

The authorities of Provo are taking steps to prevent a prize fight 
between Willard Bean and Jim Williams. The parties try to disguise it 
under the name of a “glove contest.” Such brutal exhibitions should 
not be allowed under any disguise. 

The demand for church bonds continues. Various corporations through- 
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